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Fast-growing mobile social network mig33 adds themes, languages

Anthony Ha | November 21st, 2008
L&J.-’ A lil ‘] 9]‘9 l

v, #Benzo
w lowin the lightsaber on e iPhone

) Email
+ Credits: USD SO
& John Smith - @ Bondi Beach
W Katie N.
< Bartlybee _(‘
Watching the Dark Knight again
& Jaylay
~ Family (4/15)
2 Lucy Kentt - Going to Hong Koglg
% Josh Ko

Mig33, which offers services like instant messaging and cheap calls on mobile
phones, is launching a new version today that makes its services more customizable, international and
social network-like. It’s also releasing numbers showing impressive growth.

The Burlingame, Calif. company is less well known, at least in the United States, than social networking
sites like Facebook and MySpace, or even mobile-specific social services like Loopt. But by targeting
lower-end phones, the company has become quite popular internationally. Since January, mig33’s user
numbers have doubled from 9 million to 18 million. (Back then, chief executive Steve Goh told us he
wanted to make headway in the United States this year, but cofounder Mei Lin Ng acknowledged today
that mig33 still hasn’t taken off here.)

The competition to offer these kinds of services to mobile users seems to be growing — iSkoot. for
example, is building a similar platform for AT&T.

Mig33’s new features include the ability to post status messages, personalize the service with different
themes and communicate in six languages: English, Russian, Indonesian, Bengali, Hindi and “simplified”
Chinese.
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The overall goal, Ng said, is to increaes engagement and “stickiness”, which in turn will lead to more
spending on mig33’s services and mobile content. Ng also noted that mig33 should be doubly-cushioned
from the economic downturn — not only is it a mobile company (which is one market predicted to
remain strong), its biggest users are in less developed countries, which have been less affected by the
global crisis.

The company has raised $23.5 million in venture funding. It was also one of the top 10 mobile startups
featured at our MobileBeat conference in July.
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